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Brethren, 

 Some may have noticed there was a typo on the calendar published in last 
month’s trestleboard. Monday, September 6th is Labor Day and per our by-laws stated 
meetings are never held on national/local holidays. Instead, it is moved to the Monday 
immediately following. So, we will have our stated meeting on September 13th per our 
by-laws. There is a Brothers night out in collaboration with Murrieta lodge Wednesday. 
It will take place at the Apparition Room in Old Town. RSVP link will be emailed once 
created. 

 We are at the tail end of this year and as many know, it will fly by because of the 
numerous requirements.  We have Grand Communication, OSIs, Masonic Elections, 
Installation of Officers, and Holidays. Some Brothers have expressed interest in being a 
part of the future leadership. There is still time for anyone else looking to guide the 
lodge’s future. 

 As our officers continue working with other lodges we will continue to help 
promote their events. This month we have included future events Hemet’s Chili Cookoff 
and GAT Jose Rizal’s Golf Tournament. 

 My first year serving you is coming to a close and I would like to thank most of 
you for allowing this to be a great one. We have already accomplished many of our 
objectives and will continue working on them. The last degree had more people attend 
than I have seen in a long while. Most of our members have continued to push the 
lodge in the right direction. Thanks for the continued support and I look forward to 
ending the year strong. 

Fraternally yours, 

Tim Taggett 
Worshipful Master 

TemCat 

Follow us on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter to keep updated throughout the month. 

@TemeculaFreemasons @TemCat524 @freemasons_temecula 

https://TemeculaMasons.org 



TEMECULA CATALINA ISLAND LODGE #524 OFFICERS 2021 

CALIFORNIA MASONRY 

When you get a chance please thank the Brethren below for their willingness to serve our 
Lodge for its 99th year of existence. 
 
Worshipful Master: Timothy Taggett Jr. 
Senior Warden:  Robert English, PM 
Junior Warden:  Allan Walbridge, PM 
Treasurer:   Chuck Hastings 
Secretary:   Tom Hafeli 
Chaplain:   Allan Bowman, PM 
Senior Deacon:  Carl Black, PM 
Junior Deacon:  Kevin Becvar 
Marshal   Walter Mc Daniel 
Tyler:    Harold Whitford, PM 

BROTHER’S IMPORTANT DATES 

Earth  Birthdays Masonic Birthdays 

 

 

 

RECOMMENDED READING 

Observing the Craft: The Pursuit of Excellence in Masonic Labour and Observance 

By: Andrew Hammer  

Must read for anyone looking for a more classic way of doing Masonry.  Less boys club and more 

to our traditions. 

First Name Last Name Birth Date 

Brian Rogers 2-Sep 

Brandon Burrows, PM. 3-Sep 

Christopher Rodriguez 3-Sep 

Eduardo Nillo 5-Sep 

Timothy Kuzelka 9-Sep 

Stephen Batiz, PM. 16-Sep 

James Cope 19-Sep 

Ramon Ortiz 22-Sep 

David Chandler 22-Sep 

Brandon Fisher 22-Sep 

Sammy Larraquel 27-Sep 

Russ Baldauf, PM. 29-Sep 

First Name Last Name Mm Date 

Fred Timm III 9/30/1961 

Lloyd Boshaw, Sr. 9/17/1962 

Robert Staffieri 9/30/1993 

Honoriolincoln Barrios 9/15/1998 

Kevin Dodd 9/20/2004 

Eric Steineman 9/24/2007 

Sean Navin 9/29/2008 

Alan Bergstrom 9/28/2009 

Leslie Cusi, Jr. 9/30/2013 

Jacob Ratliff 9/11/2018 







The goal here, is to provide Esoteric content. Some, created by local Brothers, and others borrowed from various sources. If there 

is a topic you'd like to either provide or see covered, contact the Master or editor. 

ESOTERIC ENDING 

This month’s article is by Brother Tim Taggett and 

covers the topic of the Mastermind Principle. Alt-

hough we did a zoom on this during shutdown, fig-

ured why not share in writing for each to read on 

their own. 



Mastermind Principle: Why Masonic Lodges Succeed or Fail 

Timothy Taggett Jr. 

The Mastermind Principle has been used throughout the self-help industry since first written by 
Brother Napoleon Hill in 1937. While being discussed in the 1930s it was considered myth or hearsay 
because there was no scientific proof this existed. Many scientists have done numerous studies to 
describe this invisible mind and how it is created. For the purposes of this first draft, I will define what 
the principle is and how it impacts a Masonic Lodge. Later, this may expand to a deeper paper with 
more scientific sources. 

The Mastermind Principle first appeared in Think and Grow Rich by Napoleon Hill in 1937.  
Brother Andrew Carnegie asked Brother Hill to research what makes so many of his friends and Brothers 
successful. During his studies, Hill found 16 common principles (or laws) that every one of these men 
followed without fail.  They may have gone by different names, yet the descriptions were universal. The 
first of these is: The Law of the Mastermind. This states that when two or more people work together in 
harmony, they create a third mind.   

Hill defines The Master Mind as “coordination of knowledge and effort, in a spirit of harmony, 
between two or more people, for the attainment of a definite purpose.” (Hill, 2012) Harmony being the 
number one key to making this work.  When a group meets regularly to discuss a particular topic and 
stay in the spirit of harmony, this combined mind will continue to work. Some masterminds have 
contained dozens or even hundreds of people. Hill mentions is Brother Carnegie had a mastermind of 
about fifty men and they were instrumental in the success of his steel business.  Another famous 
mastermind was formed when Brother Henry Ford met and started working with Thomas A. Edison. 
There is loosely documented rumor that Ford also had another Mastermind.  This one with Harvey 
Firestone, John Burroughs, and Luthor Burbank. Looking back, you can see how these men were able to 
help one another grow their individual businesses to levels they could not have accomplished alone.  A 
modern-day example is Bill Gates and Warren Buffet. Knowing Bill Gates was too young for the success 
his business was having, his mother setup an appointment with Warren Buffet.  Buffet became his 
mentor, confidant, and good friend over the next several decades. The mastermind these men created 
kept both as the number one and two richest men in the world for years. Now in retirement Gates’ 
portfolio continues to grow making him the number 2 while retired from all “profit-based business”. 
(Forbes Billionaires 2020, 2020)  Mr. Gates and Paul Allen founded Microsoft and had a Mastermind 
until Gates betrayed him and caused disharmony. This is something that never got resolved and eats 
away at Gates because their bond at one time was so strong. This is both the good and bad power of a 
Mastermind. 

Might be asking yourself, how does this apply to Masonic Lodges?  We have all visited or been a 
part of a lodge with perfect harmony.  Upon entering a lodge for the first time, a candidate’s preamble 
starts with, “Behold how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity.” (Grand 
Lodge of California, 2013) This act of conducting the man around the room is one of introduction to 
ensure harmony is kept within the lodge. Although he has taken efforts to become more acquainted 
with the brethren of the lodge, this is the first time he will be brought into the fold of the Mastermind.  
If this man is of good morals and likeminded, then the Mastermind will be strengthened that evening. In 
the event he does not mold well either he or others will be pushed away because the Mastermind has 
been disturbed. During the First Degree lecture relief is defined as “who are linked together by an 



indissoluble chain of sincere affection.” (Grand Lodge of California, 2013) This bond is that same 
harmony or Mastermind Principle connection discussed by Brother Hill and others. 

A coach’s bond with the brother he is guiding also develops a mastermind. This is evident when 
a Brother’s coach is present during his performance in lodge. Many times, a coach will also be the 
examiner during a proficiency, the candidate tends to be more relaxed, and a slightly glance can even 
provide the missing word. The greatest thing about this principle is if a Brother is brand new or a seven-
time past master, the merging of minds can occur and benefit everyone in the lodge. 

We’ve all either heard of or even been a part of a Masonic lodge that had its charter revoked by 
Grand Lodge. This is the power of the Mastermind Principle as well because harmony ceases to exist 
then the backlash is too powerful to recover. Unless the person or persons who are causing the divide is 
removed from the lodge it will continue to decline. This is true internally and externally. The power of 
this principle has no distance boundary. This is imprinted upon each of the brothers within the lodge 
and a visitor will feel it. 

This paper was inspired by the inspector of my district when he told me “Tim this is scary 
because I’m starting to agree with more and more of your ideas.” He was my coach through much of my 
masonic leadership journey and as time goes on the two minds become one.  This can be a great power 
which each Mason needs to learn to control for good. 
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Request to the Families of Brethren 

Please notify the Lodge if our Brother is in the hospital or incapacitated in any way at: (951) 526-9300  or 

tom@hafeli.org 

ON THE WEB: www.temeculamasons.org 

Email: temeculamasons@gmail.com 

 

 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

September 

6th— HOLIDAY (DARK) 

8th — Brothers Night 

11th — ISI @ TemCat 

13th— Stated Meeting @ 7PM 

16th— OSI @ Menifee 

20th— First Degree 

22nd— Murrieta First Degree 

27th— Education 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

October 

4th — Stated Meeting @ 7 PM 

7–10th Grand Communication 

11th— Practice 

18th — Potential Degree 

20th — OSI @ Murrieta 

25th — Education 

tel:(951)%20526-9300



