Temecula Catalina Island Lodge #524
May 2022

Trestleboard
Master’s Message
Good day Brethren,
Well our building repairs are moving right along and we are hopeful to have access to the
lodge by either the end of May or beginning of June. We have two major focuses right now and
both of them are completing the journey for two of our long-time Fellow Crafts. Fallbrook has
agreed to let us use their building in exchange for the use of ours during their roof repairs later
this year. We are still in charge of hosting OSI this month; however, it will take place at Menifee
Lodge. All Fellow Crafts are strongly encouraged to attend. I will bring as many blue books as I
have because we will be doing a read through of the second degree. Something not to miss.
Although we do not have a place to lay our pillow we are still very active this month. We
will have a third degree practice on May 9th at 1830 at Fallbrook Lodge. All Master Masons are
strongly encouraged to attend and participate. That night the team for Brother Fabian’s Degree
will be established and all others will be recruited from our resources of knowledgeable
Masons. Brother Lampe has agreed to host a BBQ at his property which will be on the 23rd and
all family members are invited to attend. Feel free to bring a side dish or dessert to share.
The end goal is to raise Brother Fabian Montgomery on June 6th either in TemCat or
Fallbrook if our building is not ready. Also anyone interested in attending the outdoor degree
this year please contact Brother Tom Hafeli and get your ticket because it’s going to be one to
remember.
Fraternally yours
Tim Taggett
Worshipful Master

CEC UPDATE REPORT
The Community Engagement Committee is still looking for another member. They are also
looking for sub-committee members for certain events such as bowling and bingo. If Interested
please talk with one of the members listed below.
Fred Timm, Chair - 909-731-1382 fnt3lot@gmail.com
Edgar Tuna 951-595-9116 | Jamie Jackson 760-682-5091
Fabian Montgomery 951-775-0362

Esoteric Ending

COVER STORY

Let Us Have Harmony:
The Masonic Table
By Andrew Hammer, PM

D

ining and
Freemasonry are
inseparable. Historically, in
the minds of some, the Masonic
banquet was an essential part of
any assemblage of brothers, so much
so that one of the stated reasons for
convening a “Grand Lodge” in London in
1717 was to restore the solstitial banquet held
in the name of an adopted Christian saint. In
making such a statement about dining, one certainly
does not suggest that dining is more important than the
ritual or philosophy of the Craft. Quite the contrary: early
Masonic dining was intertwined with both, so the purpose of
this document is not to retread a history that can be read more
extensively elsewhere, but to examine the manner in which
Masonic dining is to take place.
In other words, we are not discussing if or when to dine, but more
importantly how to do so. How we dine speaks to who we are and, as with
all of our other actions, it demonstrates who we seek to be as Masons. Simply
put, how we dine should be as mindful as everything else we do when assembled
together as craftsmen.
For many Masons who read this, the need to draw attention to Masonic dining will
seem a bit strange. That is because, in the world of Masonry outside of the United States,
formal Masonic dining is as commonplace as the square and compasses, and always has been.
However, in the United States, the practice has fallen away so noticeably that almost every
document which has referred to it in the past hundred years laments the fact that it is in a state of
disuse.
The Masonic dining experience is actually meant to be a second Lodge meeting, where the things we
do not do in the first meeting are allowed in the second—within the boundaries of our obligations, of course.
Much like breathing, we contrast the inhalation with the exhalation, and both go together naturally. The same
pride we take in the solemnity of the ritual meeting can become the considered joy of the festive board.
The form of this second meeting is a U-shaped arrangement of tables, with the Master at the head, or what would
be the bottom, of the U. The Senior Warden sits at the end of the table [or top of the U] to the Master’s right, and the
Junior Warden at the end of the table on his left. The Master is usually joined at the head table by his guests, or any
Masonic dignitaries who might be in attendance that evening, at his discretion.
There is a reason for this particular arrangement. In operative Lodges, and indeed to this day in a few lodges throughout
the world, both wardens are placed in the West, sitting at the end of the brethren on either side of the Lodge, not in the way
we find them in most Lodges today. If we consider that each warden is responsible for his area of the Lodge, then we can
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each warden was responsible for his
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column of brothers. The dining room, then,
certifies his proficiency in all aspects of Masonic
is arranged in the form of a Lodge, even if it is
ritual. He is a Royal Arch Mason, a Companion of
not the specific form of our U.S. Lodges. There is
the Allied Masonic Degrees and a 32nd degree
also something that might be said for the sense of
Scottish Rite Mason. He is a member of the Quatuor
fraternal connectivity communicated by a contiguous
Coronati Correspondence Circle, the Philalethes
Society, and the Masonic Society; and sits on the
seating of brethren, as opposed to islands of round tables
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scattered about the room.
Masonic National Memorial Association. This article
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our own sentiments, as regards life cycle events, the
featured in The Masonic Table documentary.
acknowledgement of the particular accomplishments of a brother, and
toasts to our respective nations and their leaders. When done properly,
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this takes nothing at all away from the Lodge meeting. On the contrary,
bringing these things to the Masonic table instead of trying to insert them all
into the Lodge meeting, adds a superb dimension of true brotherhood and
friendship to the entire evening, where the brethren can enjoy a Masonic refreshment
that is every bit as valid and hearty as their previous Masonic labor.
Throughout the world, there are many ways to conduct the event. Consequently, many
Lodges have procedures and traditions that are unique to their particular Lodge. Some Lodges
may follow very traditional forms of toasts, salutes, and songs, where other Lodges may have a
more simple protocol, one that has a more natural and spontaneous feel.
As thoughtful, observant Masons look for a meaningful term to describe the Masonic banquet,
harmony, more than any other term, provides a perfect description of what is to be sought in that dining
experience. Harmony speaks to the activity of the moment in both the literal and spiritual sense. The brethren
assembled find harmony first by joining their voices in song, and then again in the expression of Masonic
harmony, by joining together in a conscious effort to create a shared experience. This now goes beyond the notions
of both a “festive board” or the “agape” ceremony, to explicitly state a purpose for the banquet. Brotherly love is the byproduct, but what is being made at the Masonic table is harmony, expressed more tangibly at that moment than in the
Lodge room, where it is a no less deep, yet intangible bond. We are making a harmony that we can sense more exoterically, as
we prepare ourselves to return to the exoteric world.
While the tyled Lodge introduces the concept of harmony, and may realize it in different ways through ritual, the Masonic
dining experience allows for the active manifestation of that concept through all of the senses. It completes the evening, and
then once more harmonizes the two different modes of meeting experienced by the brethren. Harmony is thus expressed in
multiple ways; and as one finds with overlapping circles, one finds a place in the center to help unify the entire evening into a
complete whole.
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Upcoming Events
5/2/2022

Stated Meeting @ 7 PM

6/4/2022

Park Cleanup @ 8 AM

5/7/2022

Park Cleanup @ 8 AM

6/6/2022

Stated Meeting @ 7 PM

5/9/2022

Degree Practice - Fallbrook

6/13/2022

Bowling

5/14/2022

ISI @ Redlands Lodge

6/15/2022

OSI @ Murrieta

5/16/2022

OSI @ TemCat - Menifee

6/18/2022

Outdoor Cleanup 0900

5/21/2022

Master / Warden Retreat

6/20/2022

Discuss Later

5/23/2022

BBQ at Bro Lampe's House

6/25/2022

Outdoor Degree

5/30/2022

3rd Degree Read Through

6/27/2022

Discuss Later

Primary Communication
Hey, join our 'Temecula Catalina Island Lodge No. 524' group on BAND - The app for groups and
communities!
https://band.us/n/a0a860L5ZcK4r

